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Hosea 4 | This sermon examines Israel’s spiritual leadership: priests who neglect justice, truth, and 
knowledge. Hosea calls the church to prophetic accountability, repentance, and restoring faithful 
worship grounded in covenant truth. 

 
SERMON OUTLINE 
When Priests Fail: 

1.​ The Perversion of Truth (Hosea 4:6)  
a.​ According to Hosea, Israel’s priests didn’t merely ignore God's Word; they 

actively rejected it.    
b.​ Relevant Scripture: Ezekiel 22:26.   

2.​ The Pursuit of Profit (Hosea 4:8)   
a.​ Hosea exposes a grotesque conflict of interest: the priests actually wanted the 

people to keep sinning because more sin meant more sacrifices, more food, and 
more revenue. They built their personal platform and wealth on the spiritual 
demise of those they were called to shepherd.    

b.​ Relevant Scripture: Jeremiah 6:13; Mark 11:15-17; 2 Tim. 4:1-4; 2 Peter 2:1-3.   
3.​ The Participation in Pollution (vv. 9-10)    

a.​ Hosea writes, “Like people, like priests.” Rather than lifting the culture toward 
the holiness of God, the priests descended into moral compromise, ritual 
prostitution, and idolatry.   

b.​ Relevant Scripture: Hosea 4:11-14.   
 
APPLICATION 

1.​ Reject Passive Drift: Cultivate a Real "Knowledge of God.” Commit daily to the 
disciplined intake of God’s Word and intentional prayer so your moral compass is rooted 
in enduring truth rather than fluctuating cultural tides.  

2.​ Recognize That Spiritual Leaders Set the Spiritual Ceiling. We must hold ourselves 
and our leaders accountable to biblical holiness, recognizing that compromise at the top 
always cascades downward.   

3.​ Expose Subtle Idols Before They Numb Your Conscience. Examine your life for areas 
where worldly habits have displaced Christian convictions—because an undivided heart 
is the only antidote to spiritual drift.  


