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How Can I Read & Study The Bible In Meaningful Ways?

The Bible was not written in the English language, but instead in Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic. That means the
English Bibles we have are translations. Any translation out there is the fruit of the work of hundreds of
biblical scholars and language experts. Those people and their qualifications are actually often printed at the
front of your Bible for you to see. 

But why are there so many different English translations out there? Well that's because there are on occasion
words or phrases in the original languages that don't translate directly or easily into English. Thus, translators
have to make a choice on how they think the original text should be rendered in English.

Take for example how you greet someone. We might say "Hello!" or "Hey!" but sometimes we say things like
"What's up?" If someone were translating that into Spanish they may say "¿Qué pasa?" or just "¡Hola!" since
what you really mean is to greet someone rather than inquire as to how they are. The translator has to make
the choice, "Will I translate what was literally said or what was meant by the speaker?"

Bible translators make the same choice, so that's why we'll have slight differences in each translation. The
New Living Translation (NLT Bible) tries to capture more the idea of a sentence whereas the New American
Standard Bible tries to capture the literal words. That's why reading multiple translations can be helpful when
you come to a passage that is hard to understand. Different versions will help you think about not only the
words of Scripture but also the bigger idea of that passage.

Scripture: John 8:31-32 ESV; Deuteronomy 6:5-9 NIV



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. How would you define freedom and what does it look like to you? What does a
lack of freedom look like to you?

2.   What is the difference between the freedoms we enjoy as Americans and the
freedom that Jesus talks about in John 8:31-32? Which one is ultimately more
freeing, and why? 

3. Have you ever read something in the Bible that didn't make sense to you? If
so, what did you do? 

4. Read Deuteronomy 6:5-9 as a group. Discuss what the author means by this
passage, specifically in verses 6 and 7. Use the 3 questions mentioned in today's
teaching to guide your discussion:

5. Do you desire to grow deeper in your faith? If so, what are some practical steps
you can take this week to do so? How can you make regular Bible reading a part of
your everyday schedule?

 What does this passage teach me about God?
 What does this passage teach me about human beings
 What does God want me to know?


